In the Claims 

The current claims for this application are listed below. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for establishing a point-to-point link between two peer 
nodes in a communications network, the method comprising: 

dynamically assigning one of a client and server role to each of the two nodes 
k a s e ekffl by applying a rule to two identifiers corresponding to the two nodes, each node 
identifying the other node with one of the two identifiers ; [[and]] 

establishing an initial link between the two nodes based on the roles assigned to 
the nodes, the initial link based on a pre defined client-server connection protocol; 

establishing the point-to-point link between the two nodes based only on a 
predefined cl ien t s e rver connection protocol the initial link, wherein the point-to-point 
link is established without using a point-to-point connection protocol; and 

closing, in response to establishing the point-to-point link, the initial link . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising predefining the ruh^ 
wherein the rule assigns the client and server roles based on a numeric value of a network 
address o f the two nodes , 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A method for establishing a peer-to-peer connection between two 
peer Fibre C hannel Virtual Interface (FC-VI) ports, the method comprising: 

dynamically assigning one of a client and server role to each of the two FC-VI 
potts, each of the two p ut ^ ide Hit _ <> ha ,h ^ 1 i 1 i m d h e assignin g 
based on the identifier ; I J and j f 

establishing a n initial connection between the two FC-VI ports based on the roles 
assigned to the ports based on a client-server connection protocol; 
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establishing the peer-to-peer connection between the two peer FC-VI ports using 
only [ |a] ] the client server initial connection protocol , wherein the port assigned the client 
role sends a peer-to-peer connection request to the port assigned the server role, the port 
assigned the server role accepts the peer-to-peer connection request, and the port assigned 
the client role acknowledges the acceptance and wherein the peer -to- peer link is 
establish ed without using a peer-to-peer connection protocol; 

closin g, in response to establishing the peer-to-peer connection, the initial 
connection. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein dynamically assigning the client and server 
roles comprises performing a comparison of network addresses for the two peer FC-VI 
ports; and assigning the client and server roles based on the comparison. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for a first port in a communications network to 
establish a point-to-point link with a second port in the communications network, the 
second port being configured as a peer of the first port, the method comprising: 

determining unique identifying information for a first peer node connected 
through a first port to a second peer node through a second port over a communications 
network the first an d seco nd port s; 

assigning one of a client and server role for the first port based on a rule applied to 
the unique identifying information for the first and second ports , the assigning signaling 
to the second port a role assignment ; and 

establishing the point-to-point link using a client-server connection protocol, 
wherein if the first port is assigned a client role, then the first port sends a point-to-point 
connection request to the second port; and if the first port is assigned the server role, then 
the first port waits- for receives a point-to-point connection request from the second port 
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in response to the assigning and wherein the point-to-point link is established without 
using a point-to-point connection protocol . 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the rule defines the client and server roles 
based on a comparison of values associated with the unique identifying information for 
the first and second ports. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium, having stored thereon a 
sequence of instructions which when executed by a processor . s torage device , cause the 
pj i icj ssj >i storage tl evice to perform a method for establishing a po in t to point link 
between tw o peer nodes in a communication s- network , the method comprising: 

dynamically assigning one of a client and server role to each of the two nodes 
based on by applying a rule to two identifiers corresponding to the two nodes, each node 
identifying the other node with one of the two identifiers ; [[and]] 

establishing an initial link between the two nodes based on the roles assigned to 
the nodes, the initial link based on a predefined client-server connection protocol; 

establishing the point-to-point link between the two nodes based only on a 
predefined client server connection protocol the initial link, wherein the point-to-point 
link is established without using a point-to-point connection protocol; and 

closing, in response to establishing the point-to-point link, the initial link . 

9. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium of claim 8, wherein the 
rule assigns the client and server roles based on a numeric value of a network address of 
the two nodes. 

10. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium having stored thereon a 
sequence of instructions which when executed by a processor storage device , cause the 
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processoi Mefage- d e vic e to perform a method for establishing a peer-to-peer connection 
between two peer Fibre Channel Virtual Interface ( FC-VI) ports, the method comprising: 

dynamically assigning one of a client and server role to each of the two FC-VI 
ports, each of the two ports i dentifying th e other port with an iden tifier and the assi gning 
based on th e identifie r ; [[and]] 

establishing an initial connection between the two FC- VI ports ba sed on the roles 
assi gned to the ports based o n a client -server co nnecti on protocol; 

establishing the peer-to-peer connection between the two peer FC-VI ports using 

only Hall the eheet se r ve r initial connection pro t oco l, wherein the port assigned the client 

role sends a peer-to- peer connection request to the port assigned the server role, the port 
assigned the server role accepts the peer-to-peer connection request, and the port assigned 
the client role acknowledges the acceptance and w hei em V e pe er-to-peer link is 
established without using a peer-to-peer connection protocol: 

closing, in response to establishing the peer-to-peer connection, the initial 
connection . 

1 1. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium of claim 10, wherein 
dynamically assigning the client and server roles comprises performing a comparison of 
network addresses for the two peer FC-VI ports; and assigning the client and server roles 
based on the comparison. 

12. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium having stored thereon a 
sequence of instructions which when executed by a processor storage device , cause the 
processor stefage-de viee to perform a method for e s tabli s hing u point to point link with a 
second storage device in a communication'; network, the second -st orage-deviee-bein g 
configured as a- peer of the first -s ter - ag e- de vie e , the method comprising: 
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determining unique identifying information for a first pee r node connected 
through a first port to a second peer node through a second port over a communications 
network the first and second ports ; 

assigning one of a client and server role for the first port based on a rule applied to 
the unique identifying information for the first and second ports, the alig ning signaling 
to the second port a role assignment ; and 

establishing the point-to-point link using a client-server connection protocol, 
wherein if the first port is assigned a client role, then the first port sends a point-to-point 
connection request to the second port; and if the first port is assigned the server role, then 
the first port waits for receives a point-to-point connection request from the second port 
in re sponse to the assigning and wherein the point-to - point connection is established 
without using a point-to-point connection protocol . 

13. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium of claim 12, wherein 
the rule defines the client and server roles based on a comparison of values associated 
with the unique identifying information for the first and second ports. 

14. (Currently Amended) A storage device, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, the memory storing instructions which when 
executed by the processor, cause the storage device to perform a method for establishing 
a point-to-point link between two peer nodes in a communications network, the method 
comprising: 

dynamically assigning one of a client and server role to each of the two 
nodes b a s e d-en by applying, a rule to uu» idc iui c orresponding t o the two 
nodes, each node identifying the other node with one of the two identif iers ; 
[[and]] 
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establishing an initial link between the two nodes based on the roles 
assigned to the nodes, the initial link based on a predefined client-server 
connection protocol; 

establishing the point-to-point link between the two nodes based only on a 
predefined client server connection protocol the initial link, wherein the point-to- 
point connection is established without using a point-to-point connection 
protocol; and 

closing, in response to establishing the point-to-point link, the initial link . 

15. (Original) The storage device of claim 14, wherein the rule assigns the client and 
server roles based on a numeric value of a network address of the two nodes. 

16. (Currently Amended) A storage device, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, the memory storing instructions which when 
executed by the processor, cause the storage device to perform a method for establishing 
a peer-to-peer connection between two peer Fibre Channel Virtu al Interface (FC-Vi) 
ports, the method comprising: 

dynamically assigning one of a client and server role to each of the two 
FC-VI ports, each of the two ports identifying the other port wi th an identifier and 
tnc signin g based on the identifier ; [[and]] 

establishing u initial co nnection between the two FC-VI ports based on 
the roles assigned to the ports based on a client-server connection protocol; 

establishing the peer-to-peer connection between the two peer FC-VI ports 
using only [Ja] J the e -l ient- s er - v e r initial connection protocol , wherein the port 
assigned the client role sends a peer-to-pcer connection request to the port 
assigned the server role, the port assigned the server role accepts the peer-to-peer 
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connection request, and the port assigned the client role acknowledges the 
acceptance and wherein the peer-to-peer connectio n is e sta blished without using a 
peer-to-pe er a inns cti on protocol; 

closing, in res ponse to establishing the point-to-point connection, the 
initial connection . 

17. (Original) The storage device of claim 16, wherein dynamically assigning the client 
and server roles comprises performing a comparison of network addresses for the two 
peer FC-VI ports; and assigning the client and server roles based on the comparison. 

18. (Currently Amended) A storage device, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, the memory storing instructions which when 
executed by the processor, cause the storage device to perform a method for a first port in 
a communications network to establish a point-to-point link with a second port in the 
communications network, the second port being configured as a peer of the first port, the 
method comprising: 

determining unique identifying information for a first peer node connected 
through a first port to a second peer node through a second port over a 
communications network the f irs t and s econd ports ; 

assigning one of a client and server role for the first port based on a rule 
applied to the unique identifying information for the first and second ports , the 
assuming signaling ;o the second pm: a iole assignment; and 

establishing the point-to-point link using a client-server connection 
protocol, wherein if the first port is assigned a client role, then the first port sends 
a point-to-point connection request to the second port; and if the first port is 
assigned the server role, then the first port wate -fef receives a point-to-point 
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connection request from the second port in response to the assigning and wherein 
the point-to- point connection is established witho ut u sing a point-to-point 
connection protocol . 

19. (Original) The storage device of claim 18, wherein the rule defines the client and 
server roies based on a comparison of values associated with the unique identifying 
information for the first and second ports. 
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